AGENDA
MAPA / MoDOT Quarterly Meeting
January 31, 2023 / 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Videoconference / In-person








Agenda Items
 
 
1) Bit Team meeting update (MoDOT)

Discussed EPG and spec language revisions for BMD as proposed by MAPA members.

Will not bump 401 mix binders down to lower temperature grade, for the normal RAP and/or RAS softening ranges in Sec 401.2.2, if already specified in contract as a grade PG58-28.

4:1 NMAS surface lift thicknesses proposed by MoDOT CM for future paving projects.   Will have to get internal concurrence for asset management purposes.

Nanotech product may be tested in future projects to evaluate for minimizing tack track off.

More IC/IR training at Black to Basics.

2) TSR Bonus for Class C Partial Depth Pavement Repair with Superpave Surface Mix (MAPA)

MAPA members contend that the lack of language for TSR bonus exclusion in 403 mixes used for 613 Class C repairs does not make them ineligible for bonus.  MoDOT clarified that 613 pay items were never intended for TSR bonuses.  MoDOT concurred that SMA mixes should be excluded from Class C repairs, because of placing and compacting difficulty for small areas.

ACTION ITEM:  MoDOT will draft language for clarifications of allowable surface mix types for Class C repairs.

3) Asphalt Index for Class C Pavement Repair, similar Class B (MAPA)

The current MoDOT interpretation is that the AC index applies to mixes for both Class B and C partial depth repairs.  However, the Class C pay item was created several years ago to fill a needed gap for partial depth repairs in asphalt pavement prior to receiving an overlay, because up to that point, designers were overusing the Class B pay item, which was really meant for small area repairs in concrete pavements prior to receiving an asphalt overlay.  Since there should be relatively small quantities of Class B repairs in future projects, now that Class C repairs are correctly being specified in projects instead, MoDOT would like to eliminate the AC index for Class B repairs, due to the relatively time-consuming task of administering contract adjustments for very minor quantities.

ACTION ITEM: MAPA will survey members if okay with eliminating AC index for Class B.

4) Class C Surface Mix (MAPA)

Covered in Item #2.

5) Data from Performance Test and TSR (MAPA)

MAPA members were concerned about receiving QA TSR results from MoDOT long after they were performed.

ACTION ITEM:  MoDOT will investigate if there’s an internal holdup point for reporting TSR results to contractor and try to improve timeliness.

6) April Standard Specification Changes (MAPA)

a. Sec 401.7.6 Joints. MoDOT made a clarification to the longitudinal joint density testing requirement by adding an “unconfined” qualifier, so that contractors would not be inadvertently forced to core a confined joint.  However, MAPA members pointed out there was a further problem with the current language about rotating core locations back and forth on two unconfined joints of an asphalt mat, because the shoulder side, on roads receiving 401 mix overlays, is often very weakly supported and difficult to achieve density on.  

ACTION ITEM: MoDOT will evaluate relaxing unconfined joint density testing on shoulder side for 401 mixes.

b. Sec 403.23.7.4.3 Single Lift or Leveling Course Work.  MoDOT added “on Unmilled Surface” to the section title and, in the first sentence, added “on an unmilled surface”.  The reason was that the specification had not made a distinction between milled and unmilled surfaces for exclusion of density as a pay factor.  MoDOT believes in the case of a typical pavement getting at least a scratch mill, that the profile is smooth and stable enough to achieve consistent density in a Superpave mix.  It was also noted that (1) for many years the EPG guidance had a sentence excluding milled surfaces from this spec provision and (2) the SL District had routinely included density as a 403 pay factor for single lift overlays without hearing any complaints from contractors.  However, some MAPA members contended their concern wasn’t a failure to achieve minimum acceptable density, but rather the high standard deviation from variable density hurting their pay factors.

ACTION ITEM: MoDOT will discuss this item at the upcoming RE meeting to solicit more information about previous implementation of using the density pay factor for mill/fill projects.

7) New tentative letting schedule for March – November 2023 (MAPA)

MoDOT has rearranged projects in the March thru November lettings, i.e. moving some to later dates, primarily to accommodate the budget impact of increased engineer’s estimates due to inflationary pressures.  MAPA would like formal advance notice for projects being pushed back, so that member contractors may plan accordingly.

8) Use of truck tarps  (MoDOT)

Sec 404.7 states ‘Each truck shall have a cover of canvas or other suitable material of such size to protect the mixture from the weather. The cover shall be securely fastened over all sides of the truck bed’.  One RE had noticed inadequate truck bed coverage, such as using debris tarps and leaving gaps, on some recent surface level projects, so MoDOT just wanted to remind MAPA members of the requirement.

9) Design Standards Update (MoDOT)

EPG 6161.8 - Typical Applications (TA) for maintenance and design/construction are being revised and updated this Spring.
EPG 147.3 – JOCs have been reduced to one time factor.
EPG 642.8 – The ADA checklist has been updated.
DBE JSP – Updated to require monthly DBE payment reporting.
Flagging for Two-lane Roads JSP – Incorporated into General Provisions
JSP-22-02 – New JSP created for allowing compensation for guardrail installed or removed from concrete surfaces and basins. 
JSP-22-01 – Created standard JSP for lump sum traffic control payment.
Sec 410.7.6 and Sec 403.23.7.4.3 - Discussed above as regular agenda items.
SD 616.10 – Added entrance signs for pilot car use.

10) Other items

Reminder for everyone about the ‘Black to the Basics’ training to be held on February 22-23 at the Holiday Executive Center in Columbia.

Next Meeting Date:  May 2, 2023
