Key Recommendations for Addressing Failing Binders
· Timely Sampling and Testing:
· Implement a 7-business-day turnaround for testing and reporting of field and terminal binder samples.
· Collect and send the initial project binder sample to the Central Lab immediately after sampling.
· Update the Engineering Policy Guide (EPG) to:
· Reflect current sampling and testing practices.
· Remove the requirement to wait for 10 samples before shipping.
· Develop and implement protocols for truck blending sample approval.
· Require MoDOT inspectors to witness or collect terminal samples.
· Recycled Engine Oil Bottoms (REOB) and Vacuum Tower Asphalt Extenders (VTAE):
· Ban the use of REOB and VTAE to improve mixture quality and performance, aligning with neighboring states and FHWA recommendations.
· Poly Phosphoric Acid (PPA):
· Maintain current practices for PPA use but require binder suppliers to disclose its usage to account for potential chemical interactions with amine-based anti-strip additives.

