AGENDA
MAPA / MoDOT Quarterly Meeting
February 3, 2026 / 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Videoconference / In-person







Agenda Items 
 
1) Staffing Updates

Field Office
Desley Forshee – New Pavement Engineer
Colten Johnson – New Field Materials Engineer

2) MoDOT Design Standards Update
Section 108 language has been cleaned up. 
Updates to the Hi-Mod asphalt JSP include raising the maximum rotational viscosity to 5.0, adding a requirement that binder modification be achieved only through polymer addition, and adjusting both the dust-to-effective binder ratio and drain-down criteria. A drafter’s note for pavement designers also allows up to a 25% reduction in pavement thickness when additional base and subgrade requirements are met.  See attached Hi MOD specification.
MoDOT also reported that BidX will transition to a fully web-based application, expected to be in place for the August 2026 letting. Functionality is expected to remain similar to the current BidX platform, but the application will operate entirely within a web browser.
3) Action Items Follow-Up from October 2025

a. REOB and VTAE AASHTO SOM test method update

A proposed test method has been approved by AASHTO and is expected to receive a provisional test designation in the near future. The method uses either handheld or benchtop XRF equipment to identify specific elements and develop calibration curves for evaluation purposes.

b. Third-party inspection lane drops for pavement repair marking

Discussion centered on whether contractors are required to provide lane drops for third-party inspectors to mark pavement repairs. MoDOT noted that, historically, its staff coordinated with contractors to time repair layout activities in a way that minimized impacts, and consultant inspectors are expected to follow the same practices. The overall magnitude of the issue is unclear and may largely be addressed through improved project-level communication, particularly during preconstruction meetings. In many situations, inspectors may not need to occupy the travel lane to mark repairs, providing workable alternatives.

Action Item: MoDOT will follow up on this issue and raise it at the upcoming statewide Resident Engineer meeting, with additional discussion planned during March meetings with Design and Construction staff.

c. Shoulder compaction expectations and inspector guidance

See attached draft proposal.

Action Item: MAPA will share the information with industry members and submit comments to MoDOT.

d. BMD specification – shoulder density language

See attached draft proposal.

Action Item: MAPA will share the information with industry members and submit comments to MoDOT.

e. Use of AASHTO T 331 for density cores

Industry information indicates AASHTO T 331 provides the most accurate density results when core absorption exceeds 2%, and the specification requires its use under those conditions. Any correlation between T 331 and T 166 results would be mix dependent and would require additional research to establish a reliable adjustment factor. NAPA recommends ensuring proper equipment calibration and adherence to standard procedures rather than applying an adjustment factor. MoDOT does not plan to pursue development of a statewide correlation and will follow the AASHTO T 331 specification when core absorption exceeds 2%.

MAPA members also expressed concern that when comparing density results on cores with less than 2% absorption, T 331 tends to produce lower density values. It was also noted that AASHTO Proficiency Sample results show an apparent difference between methods.

Action Item: MAPA Technical Committee will further investigate differences between T 331 and T 166 results.

f. Random number conflicts for volumetrics, TSR, and BMD testing

Random number conflicts between volumetric, TSR, and BMD testing were discussed, with MoDOT noting that the issue has already been addressed in the BMD specification. When random numbers overlap for multiple tests, contractors are to complete the first required test and then immediately proceed with the next testing requirement.

Recent changes in testing frequency are also expected to reduce potential conflicts. Performance testing will occur once every 6,000 tons, TSR testing once every 12,000 tons, and volumetric testing once every 1,500 tons. Volumetric testing is not time sensitive, and TSR samples may be taken and tested the following day if needed, further reducing the likelihood of testing conflicts.

4) ICART Profiler Certification Update

Certification at the Illinois Certification and Research Track (ICART) in Trenton, IL will include Dense Graded HMA and Diamond Ground CRCP sections, with a Longitudinal Tined JPCP section available as an optional segment for informational purposes. Certification runs will consist of 10 runs per section, including five runs at 25 mph and five runs at 50 mph. Participants may collect up to eight runs per speed, with the best five runs selected based on repeatability and accuracy.

The updated schedule designates Monday through Wednesday for Traditional and Lightweight Profilers, with Zero Speed Profilers having the option to forgo certification. Thursday is reserved for Stop-and-Go Profilers, and Friday will be closed for the collection of new reference profiles. The track will also be closed during the weeks of April 27 through May 1 for RPUG activities and May 25 through May 29.

Scheduling information and registration are available at: https://icart.setmore.com/


5) Bidder’s list summary submittal timing (post-letting submission option)

A request was discussed regarding whether the bidder’s list submission deadline could be moved from the time of bid to a later date. MoDOT confirmed that the bidder’s list information must continue to be submitted at the time of bid.

This requirement stems from revisions included in the May 2024 DBE Final Rule, which changed the language governing bidder’s list data collection. Prior to that rulemaking, agencies were permitted to collect bidder’s list information either before or after the bid due date, allowing MoDOT to accept submissions later in the letting cycle. However, the revised rule now requires bidder’s list information to be submitted with bids or initial responses to negotiated procurements, eliminating flexibility in submission timing.

MoDOT has sought clarification from FHWA multiple times and has consistently been advised that bidder’s list submissions must be collected at the time of bid. Furthermore, the DBE Interim Final Rule that became effective October 3, 2025 made no changes to this requirement, so the submission timing remains unchanged.

6) Reflectivity requirements on surface treatments

Challenges were discussed regarding achieving required retro-reflectivity when striping over surface treatments such as surface seals and high-friction surface treatments. For high-friction surface treatment sections, striping operations can be slowed or completed in two passes to improve results; however, because these sections are typically short, it is likely not cost effective to administer separate retro-reflectivity requirements. Existing specifications already provide different retro-reflectivity requirements for chip seals (seal coats), but concerns remain for treatments such as scrub seals and sand seals. One potential approach is a two-pass operation, where temporary striping is placed initially and permanent striping is applied approximately 14 days later to achieve acceptable reflectivity.

MoDOT is also considering pavement marking options for micro-surfacing, scrub seals, sand seals, and possibly UBAWS. Potential approaches include various combinations of pay items along with the use of temporary paint followed by final striping. These options will be reviewed further by MoDOT Traffic and other staff.

Action Item: MoDOT will review pavement marking options and potential specification or pay item adjustments with Traffic and other staff and report back with recommendations.

7) Other Items

MoDOT’s Chemical Laboratory is in the process of acquiring an automatic binder extraction unit to perform AASHTO T 164 testing using TCE. In addition, CAPRI currently has a study underway to evaluate potential replacements for TCE.

Upcoming Events:
MAPA Spring Training – February 11 – 12 


NEXT MAPA / MoDOT Quarterly Meeting
May 5, 2026 / 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Videoconference / In-person
