Minutes
MAPA / MoDOT Quarterly Meeting
May 5th, 2026 / 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Videoconference / In-person







Agenda Items 
 
1) Staffing Updates

MoDOT provided several staffing updates. Willie Johnson has been named the Construction and Materials Liaison. In addition, Tom Blair will be retiring effective June 1, and Jason Blomberg will be retiring effective July 1.

2) MoDOT Bidx Update

MoDOT provided an update on the upcoming BidX changes. BidX will transition to a browser-based bidding platform that will require users to have a Digital ID and Security Key. MoDOT indicated that all registered users have been notified by email regarding the upcoming changes and requirements.

The new BixX platform will be effective in the August letting. 

3) Reflectivity requirements on surface treatments

The group discussed reflectivity requirements related to surface treatments.

For High Friction Surface Treatment, MoDOT indicated that one potential solution is for striping subcontractors to slow down during application and apply additional material to improve reflectivity.

For scrub seals, MoDOT is working with ATSA to determine appropriate reflectivity standards.

4) FHWA Subpart K Changes

Dan Smith gave a presentation on the FHWA Subpart K changes. MoDOT is currently reviewing the changes to determine how they will be interpreted and how they will impact projects let after December 31, 2026.

Action Item: MoDOT will provide draft language to industry for review, specifically addressing how the changes may impact asphalt overlay work zones.



5) 2026 Construction Season Reminders
a. Weight Limits on Trucks

Contractors were reminded to ensure that trucks do not exceed legal weight limits.

b. Tarped Trucks

The group was reminded that tarps are not required to be strapped down on the sides of trucks. However, trucks must have asphalt tarps, and mesh tarps are not allowed.

c. QC/QA Split Samples early in construction season

The group discussed the importance of performing QC/QA split samples early in the project. This is considered a best practice to confirm that technicians are performing the required tests correctly and to identify any potential issues early in the construction season.

d. Random number conflicts for volumetrics, TSR, and BMD testing

The group discussed potential conflicts involving random numbers for volumetrics, TSR, and BMD testing. Contractors and MoDOT personnel were reminded to have a plan in place before the project begins to address and resolve any potential conflicts.

6) Bituminous Tech Team Update
a. BMD Specifications

The Bituminous Tech Team spent the meeting going through the proposed Sec 403 specification that has incorporated BMD requirements.  The Team had a few items to address, but a final Sec 403 specification should be ready to be incorporated and become effective for the October Letting.  The following items were specifically mentioned:

· BMD for SP095/SP125 mixes only
· SP048/SP190/SP250 and SMA mixes will go by conventional Section 403 requirements, i.e., these would be non-BMD mixes
· Consensus property testing waived for BMD mixes
· Flint Chat use 
· Requires anti-strip admixture & limits the amount of chert allowed in the limestone
· Starting point for the discussion, this specification will continue to be reviewed and revised
· Removed Ninitial and Nmaximum requirements at mix design
· Took out the B level of gyrations for SP190/SP250 mixes
· Top two lifts would be SP095/SP125 so SP190/SP250 mixes would be C level mix designs, i.e. no SP190B/SP250B mixes moving forward
· BMD mixes now at 60 gyrations
· Air voids for SP048/SP190/SP250 mixes to be lowered 
· Moisture susceptibility
· allows Hamburg (HWT) instead of TSR
i. HWT needs to run to 20,000 passes and pass one of the following:
1. Rut depth < 4mm
2. Slope ratio < 2
3. Stripping Inflection Point (SIP) > 15,000 passes
· incentive/disincentive/removal TSR limits revised
· Production RT index limits can be lowered if validated by HWT results during the first test/early production
· PMTP use on non-BMD mixes required to sample at the plant?
· MoDOT to review question of allowing MTV use instead of requiring PMTP when sampling non-BMD mixes at the plant
· Intent is to guard against segregation, PMTP will be required for BMD mixes as written.  
· Gradation testing to be reported for BMD mixes
· Lot size to be revisited
· Proposed specification requires 6,000 ton lots
· With 1,000 ton lots this makes N=6, which lowers contractor’s risk but makes it harder for them to reach full incentive
· HWT failure dispute resolution details to be worked out
· Who runs the test, etc.
· Small quantity testing
· PWL + TSR or no incentive/disincentive
· “all or nothing” choice, removing the option to have TSR for incentive/disincentive without PWL

b. Sec 1015 Specifications

· Considering about using the elastic recovery, but that might be problematic if using softer binders
· What about limiting the use of PPA?
i. Would like to limit the amount of PPA, that is, require binder modification to be done by adding polymer and not PPA
ii. Limited addition of PPA for “cross-linking” should be ok, but not adding only PPA to get the binder to meet H or V grade
· Industry Questions
i. Clarification of TSR limits for incentive/disincentive for both BMD and non-BMD mixes, proposed specification might be internally inconsistent


7) HiMod Job Special Revision and Potential Research

MoDOT provided an update on the HiMod Job Special Provision revision and potential research. MoDOT is targeting several pilot projects, including one full-depth widening project.

8) Other Items

Questions about the Fuel and/or AC adjustments?
· How will the next 6-12 months of fuel/AC adjustments impact long-term funding of STIP projects?  
· Will the increased fuel costs take away from future projects?

Uncertain of the impacts at this point that could have future impacts.  Cost increases are reflected in the future STIP.

NEXT MAPA / MoDOT Quarterly Meeting
July 28th, 2026 / 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Videoconference / In-person
